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Geometric Breeze
Making flying geese units is such fun and using a ruler created specially for

making them makes life so much easier.  Speciality rulers, however, are

sometimes even more clever than we think.  Certainly the Creative Grids 

Multi-Size Flying Geese & 45°/90° Triangle can do lots more and we just

wanted to give you a taster of what else it can do.

‘Strip Tube Cutting’ is a fun technique that creates a variety of effects and in

this quilt we describe the technique and show you how to make two different

blocks, which can be created to make a stunning quilt.

Vital Statistics:
Quilt Size: 55in x 55in
Block Size: 8½in
No. of blocks: 36
Setting: 6 x 6 blocks + 2in wide border

Requirements:
1 yard (90cms) blue fabric•
1 yard (90cms) red fabric•
1 yard (90cms) green fabric•

(OR a jelly roll could be used to make a scrappier quilt
but it would need to be divided into three colourways to
provide twelve strips in each colourway)

1⅛ yards (1.10 metres) background and•
border fabric
½ yard (50cms)  binding•

Blue, red and green fabric:
Cut each fabric into twelve 2½in wide strips across•
the width of the fabric.

Background and border fabric:
Cut four 6½in wide strips across the width of the•
fabric.

Cut five 2½in wide strips across the width of the•
fabric and set aside for the borders.

Binding fabric:
Cut six 2½in wide strips across the width of the•
fabric.

Cutting Instructions



1 Take one strip from each colourway and sew together
down the long sides as shown.  Press the seams in
one direction.  Repeat to make twelve of these strip
units always keeping the colours in the same order.

2 Take two of the strip units and place them right sides
together, rotating one strip unit 180°.  Make sure the
seams nest up against each other all the way along the
strip unit – pin in place to stop any movement.  Sew a
scant ¼in seam along both sides of the strip unit to
form a tube.  Repeat to make four tubes.

3 Lay the 90° triangle on the tube as shown, lining up
the 6½in strip line along the bottom of the strip units.
Cut either side of triangle.

4 Rotate the triangle along the tube to cut five triangles.

Cutting Instructions
5 Gently pick up each triangle and unpick the few
threads that are along the tip of the triangle.  You are
dealing with bias edges now so care must be taken
not to pull the fabric too much.

6 Gently press open, pressing seams towards the blue
fabric to make a total of twenty of these blocks.

7 Using the remaining four strip units and the four 6½in
wide background strips, place right sides together and
sew a scant ¼in seam along both sides of the strip unit
to form a tube.  Repeat to make four tubes.

8 Using the 90° degree triangle as shown in steps 3
and 4, cut four triangles from each strip unit to make a
total of sixteen triangles.  Gently press open and press
seams towards the background fabric.  You will have
eight each of two types of blocks, as shown.
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Assembling the Blocks
9 Referring to the diagram, arrange the blocks as
shown, double checking that you have positioned them
correctly.  When you are happy with the arrangement
sew the blocks into rows and then sew the rows
together.  Press the seams of alternate rows in
opposite directions so that the seams nest together
nicely when sewing the rows together. 

Adding the Borders
10 Join the border strips into a continuous length.
Determine the vertical measurement from top to bottom
through the centre of your quilt top.  Cut two side
borders to this measurement. 

11 Mark the halves and quarters of one quilt side and
one border with pins.  Placing right sides together and
matching the pins, stitch the quilt and border together,
easing the quilt side to fit where necessary.  Repeat on
the opposite side. Press the seams.

12 Now determine the horizontal measurement from
side to side across the centre of the quilt top.  Cut two
borders to this measurement.  Pin and sew to the top
and bottom of your quilt and press.

13 Your quilt is now complete.  Quilt as desired and
bind to finish.
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