
train tracks
designed by Pam & Nicky Lintott

featuring Monkey Wrench by Tula Pink

Quilt Size: 36in x 52in
Skill Level: Beginners

Jelly Roll & Jelly Baby friendly
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Our Train Tracks pattern features in our book Two from One Jelly Roll Quilts.  You can use a jelly 
baby (twenty 2½in strips) or if you have a jelly roll, then just half of the roll will make this quilt. 
This pattern is perfect for beginners onwards, is fun to make and looks stunning made up with 
fun fabrics.  
 
In this variation, we have used a Monkey Wrench jelly baby plus Monkey Wrench Spots on Spots 
Mango for the background and border.  You can of course use a different fabric for the border - 
the choice is yours!  

Sorting your Strips
• Choose six jelly roll strips for the corners of the snowball units. This could be in one colourway or an assortment - just go 

with what is in your jelly baby!  We have used the darker prints in our variation for the corners.
• Twelve jelly roll strips will be used in the four patch units (two are spare).

train tracks
featuring Monkey Wrench by Tula Pink

Requirements
• half a jelly roll OR twenty 2½in strips  

cut across the width of the fabric
• 80cm (32in) background fabric
• 40cm (16in) border fabric
• 40cm (16in) binding fabric

Vital Statistics
Quilt Size:  36in x 52in
Block Size:  8in
No. of Blocks: 24
Setting:   4 x 6 blocks plus 2in border

Sorting your Strips
Jelly Roll Strips:
• Take the six jelly roll strips allocated for the corners of the snowball units and subcut each strip into sixteen 2½in squares 

to make ninety-six in total.  You can layer up the strips before cutting but make sure you don’t cut through too many as 
you will lose accuracy. It is better to have two layers of three strips and butt them up against each other and then cut your 
squares.

Background Fabric:
• Cut six 4½in strips across the width of the fabric.  Sub-cut each strip into eight 4½in squares to make forty-eight in total. 

Border Fabric: 
• Cut five 2½in wide strips across the width of the fabric.

Binding Fabric: 
• Cut five 2½in wide strips across the width of the fabric.
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Making the Four Patch units:
1. Cut the twelve assorted strips allocated for the four patch 
units in half to create twenty-four strips 2½in x 21in. This 
ensures more variety in the four patch units.

Instructions

2. Take two contrasting 2½in x 21in rectangles and lay right 
sides together.  Sew down the long side.  Open and press to 
the darker fabric.  Repeat with the remaining assorted 
2½in x 21in rectangles to make a total of twelve strip units, 
chain piecing for speed.  Open and press to the darker 
fabric.

3.  With right sides together, lay one strip unit on top of 
another with the light strip on the top of one unit and on 
the bottom of another, ensuring that the centre seams are 
in alignment.  Sub-cut into eight 2½in wide segments.

4.  Carefully keeping the pairs together, sew down the long 
side as shown, pinning at the seam intersection to ensure a 
perfect match.  The seams will nest together nicely as they 
are pressed in different directions.  Chain piece for speed.  
Press open to form eight four-patch units.

5.  Repeat with the remaining strips to make a total of 
forty-eight four-patch units.

Making the Snowball units:
6.  Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on the wrong 
side of the 2½in squares allocated for the snowball unit 
corners.

7.  With right sides together, lay a marked square on one 
corner of a 4½in background square, aligning the outer 
edges.  Sew across the diagonal, using the marked diagonal 
line as the stitching line.  After a while you may find you do 
not need to draw the line as it is not difficult to judge the 
sewing line. Alternatively you can mark the line with a fold.

8.  Flip the square over and press towards the outside of the 
block.  Trim the excess fabric from the snowball corner but 
do not trim the background fabric.  Although this creates a 
little more bulk, the background fabric helps keep your 
patchwork in shape. 
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9.  Repeat on the opposite corner.  Repeat to make forty-
eight snowball units.

Making the block:
10.  Sew a four patch unit to a snowball unit as shown. 
Press towards the snowball unit.  Repeat with another 
four-patch unit and a snowball unit.  Rotate one unit 180°
and sew the two units together to form one block.  Pin at 
every seam intersection to ensure a perfect match. 

11.  Repeat with all forty-eight four-patch units and 
forty-eight snowball units to create twenty-four blocks.

Assembling the blocks: 
12.  Lay out the blocks as shown.  Note that the lower half 
of the quilt is the same as the top half but rotated 180°. 
When you are happy with the arrangement sew the blocks 
into rows and then sew the rows together, pinning at every 
seam intersection to ensure a perfect match.  Press the 
seams in alternate rows in opposite directions and you will 
find the seams nest together nicely when joining the rows.

Attaching the borders: 
13.  Sew your five border strips into one continuous length.

14.  Determine the vertical measurement from top to 
bottom through the centre of the quilt top. Cut two side 
borders to this measurement.  Pin and sew to the quilt 
sides and press.  

15.  Determine the horizontal measurement from side to 
side across the centre of your quilt top.  Cut two borders to 
this measurement.  Pin and sew to the quilt and then press.
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SEAMS:  We cannot stress enough the importance of 
maintaining an accurate ¼in seam allowance throughout. 
We prefer to say an accurate SCANT ¼in seam because 
there are two factors to take into consideration. Firstly, 
the thickness of thread and secondly when you press your 
seam allowance to one side, it takes up a tiny amount of 
fabric which has to be taken into consideration. These are 
both extremely small amounts but if they are ignored you 
will find your seam allowance is taking up more than ¼in. 

PRESSING:  In quiltmaking, pressing is of vital importance 
and if extra care is taken you will be well rewarded.   Always 
take care if using steam and certainly don’t use steam 
anywhere near a bias edge. 

On our diagrams we give arrows to assist in which way to 
press but there are occasions when it will be necessary to 
re-press a seam.

CHAIN PIECING:  This is the technique of feeding a series 
of pieces through the sewing machine without lifting the 
presser foot and without cutting the thread between each 
piece . Always chain piece when you can – it saves time and 
thread. Once your chain is complete simply snip the thread 
between the pieces.

TO TEST YOUR SEAM ALLOWANCE:  Take a 2½in strip and 
cut off 3 segments 1½in wide. Sew two segments together 
down the longer side and press seam to one side. Sew 
the third segment across the top. It should fit exactly. If 
it doesn’t, most sewing machines have various needle 
positions which can be used to make any adjustments.

Below we have shown the quilt using the Monkey Wrench 
Don’t Slip - Fruit Salad print for the background and border 
fabric. The bottom quilt shows the original made with a 
different border fabric.

Other Variations Useful Tips


